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152 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Researches into the Origin of the Primitive Constellations 
of the Greeks, Phoenicians and Babylonians. By Robert 
Brown, Jr., F.S.A., M.R.A.S. Vol.1. London: Williams 
& Norgate, 1899. Pp. xvi + 361. 10s. 6d. 

Mr. Brown has devoted himself to this and kindred subjects for 
years, and in the work the first volume of which is before us the 
ripest fruits of his years of study will be presented. An enthusiastic 
student of Greek literature, deeply imbued with Semitic learning, the 
author has endeavored to show in his various works the Semitic influ- 
ence in Greek mythology and life. His services in this field com- 
mend him to the regard of a wide circle of scholars. The book before 
us increases their debt to him. 

Of the eight chapters of this first volume, seven are devoted to 
the Greek side of the subject. The Hipparcho-Ptolemy star-list is 
examined and its Phoenician antecedents traced ; then the constella- 
tions are traced through Greek literature from Eudoxos to Homer ; 
next the early coin types of Greece and the unnumismatic art of the 
Aigaion seaboard and of Asia Minor are made to bear their witness 
to the primitive constellations. The concluding chapter treats of 
Babylonian astronomy after Alexander. The astronomy of the earlier 
Babylonian period will fall to the second volume. 

It is Mr. Brown's habit in both these works to give ancient proper 
names in an exact transliteration of their original spelling, from what- 
ever language they may come. This leads at times to curious effects : 
thus Borsippa appears as Barsipki. 

Of the Greek side of this work I am not able to speak. The chap- 
ter on Babylonian astronomy makes good use of both Greek and 
cuneiform sources, and gives excellent promise for the rest of the 
work, which Semitic scholars will await with interest. 

George A. Barton. 
Bryn Mawr College, 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

A Dictionary of the Bible. By John D. Davis, Ph.D., D.D., 
Professor of Semitic Philology and Old Testament History 
in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J. With 
many New and Original Maps and Plans, and Amply Illus- 
trated. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1898. Pp. 
viii 4- 802. $2, net. 

Old Testament Articles. — The articles on the Old Testament 
in this volume proceed from the pen of Professor Davis, and are avowedly 



